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In Tennessee, we want postsecondary education to become the new
normal for all students. The success of Tennessee Promise along with
recent improvements in graduation rates and ACT scores are opening
more doors for students after high school. Still, too few students are
directly enrolling in postsecondary education. This conversation will
explore recent recommendations for how to bridge the gap between
K-12 and postsecondary.

Summary Points
Student advisement
➤ Too many students say they are not receiving the guidance or
support to set them on a pathway to postsecondary.

➤ On average, school counselors in our state are responsible for
serving over 400 students each.

➤ Despite heroic effort, school counselors are unable to offer
high-quality advisement to all students on their caseloads.

➤ High school teachers appear unaware of the problem, with most
believing that students are well informed and plan to attend
postsecondary.

Continue the Conversation
“What steps can your school or district take to create a
culture of collective responsibility regarding access to
postsecondary education opportunities?”
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Food for Thought
Student advisement
P O D C A S T

➤ How can we inform and empower others in the school building
to be trusted advisors?
➤ How can we integrate college and career planning and experiential
learning prior to the end of high school?
➤ Are there community partners—from higher education, industry,
and non-profit organizations—who can extend the capacity of our
school staff?
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Connect with Ayers Institute
The Ayers Institute exists to support both pre-service and currentservice educators. Send your comments and questions by e-mail to
ayesinstitute@lipscomb.edu or on social media using the handle
@ayersinstitute and the hashtag #ayerslunchandlearn. Visit our web
site at http://www.ayersinstitute.org to learn about digital resources,
courses & seminars, and coaching & custom programs that build capacity
in educators and support positive student outcomes.
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