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TCAP Writing Operational Test 
TCAP/WA 

 

 
 

 
 

In a few moments, you will see a passage(s) and a prompt. You 
are to plan and write an essay about the passage(s) according 
to the instructions provided in the prompt. This activity will 
show how well you write. Express your thoughts clearly and 
make your writing interesting to the reader. Your essay will be 
scored as a rough draft, but you should watch for careless 
errors. 
 
Before writing, spend some time reading the passage(s), 
thinking about the prompt, and planning your thoughts. 
 
WRITE ONLY ON THE PROMPT AND PASSAGE(S) YOU 
ARE GIVEN. 
 
The time you have for writing is 60 minutes. 
 

 
 

DIRECTIONS 

Prompt K 
Grade 11
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PROMPT K – GRADE 11 WRITING ASSESSMENT 
TENNESSEE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (TCAP) 

2013 OPERATIONAL TEST 
 
Following is an excerpt from Walden, by Henry David Thoreau, on the subject of 
solitude. 
 

from Walden 
by Henry David Thoreau 

 
I find it wholesome to be alone the greater part of the time. To be in company, even with 
the best, is soon wearisome and dissipating. I love to be alone. I never found the 
companion that was so companionable as solitude. We are for the most part more lonely 
when we go abroad among men than when we stay in our chambers. A man thinking or 
working is always alone, let him be where he will. Solitude is not measured by the miles 
of space that intervene between a man and his fellows. The really diligent student in one 
of the crowded hives of Cambridge College is as solitary as a dervish in the desert. The 
farmer can work alone in the field or the woods all day, hoeing or chopping, and not feel 
lonesome, because he is employed; but when he comes home at night he cannot sit down 
in a room alone, at the mercy of his thoughts, but must be where he can “see the folks,” 
and recreate, and as he thinks, remunerate himself for his day’s solitude; and hence he 
wonders how the student can sit alone in the house all night and most of the day without 
ennui and “the blues”; but he does not realize that the student, though in the house, is still 
at work in his field, and chopping in his woods, as the farmer in his, and in turn seeks the 
same recreation and society that the latter does, though it may be a more condensed form 
of it.  
 
Society is commonly too cheap. We meet at very short intervals, not having had time to 
acquire any new value for each other. We meet at meals three times a day, and give each 
other a new taste of that old musty cheese that we are. We have had to agree on a certain 
set of rules, called etiquette and politeness, to make this frequent meeting tolerable and 
that we need not come to open war. We meet at the post-office, and at the sociable, and 
about the fireside every night; we live thick and are in each other’s way, and stumble 
over one another, and I think that we thus lose some respect for one another. Certainly 
less frequency would suffice for all important and hearty communications. Consider the 
girls in a factory—never alone, hardly in their dreams. It would be better if there were but 
one inhabitant to a square mile, as where I live. The value of a man is not in his skin, that 
we should touch him.  
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I have heard of a man lost in the woods and dying of famine and exhaustion at the foot of 
a tree, whose loneliness was relieved by the grotesque visions with which, owing to 
bodily weakness, his diseased imagination surrounded him, and which he believed to be 
real. So also, owing to bodily and mental health and strength, we may be continually 
cheered by a like but more normal and natural society, and come to know that we are 
never alone. 
 
I have a great deal of company in my house; especially in the morning, when nobody 
calls. Let me suggest a few comparisons, that some one may convey an idea of my 
situation. I am no more lonely than the loon in the pond that laughs so loud, or than 
Walden Pond itself. What company has that lonely lake, I pray? And yet it has not the 
blue devils, but the blue angels in it, in the azure tint of its waters. The sun is alone, 
except in thick weather, when there sometimes appear to be two, but one is a mock sun. 
God is alone—but the devil, he is far from being alone; he sees a great deal of company; 
he is legion. I am no more lonely than a single mullein or dandelion in a pasture, or a 
bean leaf, or sorrel, or a horse-fly, or a bumblebee. I am no more lonely than the Mill 
Brook, or a weathercock, or the north star, or the south wind, or an April shower, or a 
January thaw, or the first spider in a new house.  
 
 
from Walden, by Henry David Thoreau. Public Domain. 
 
 
 

Prompt K 
Grade 11



 
 
 

 
Developed and published under contract with Tennessee State Department of Education, by Measurement Incorporated, 
423 Morris Street, Durham, North Carolina, 27701. Copyright © 2013 by Tennessee State Department of Education. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval 
system, without the prior written permission of Tennessee State Department of Education. 

Page 4 

READ THIS WRITING PROMPT CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU BEGIN YOUR 
WRITING. 
 

Solitude 
 
Write an expository essay in which you explore the attitude of the 
author toward solitude and loneliness. Explain how he develops his 
ideas over the course of the passage. Use information from the text to 
analyze what is said explicitly, as well as what is implied.  
Prompt K E111211WA2N-1121 edit 053112 (2) 
You may use the space below for prewriting. However, only the lined pages of your 
answer document will be scored. You will have a time limit of 60 minutes. 
 
This writing prompt must be returned with all test material. 
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