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TCAP Writing Operational Test 
TCAP/WA 

 
 

 
 

 
In a few moments, you will see a passage(s) and a prompt. You 
are to plan and write an essay about the passage(s) according 
to the instructions provided in the prompt. This activity will 
show how well you write. Express your thoughts clearly and 
make your writing interesting to the reader. Your essay will be 
scored as a rough draft, but you should watch for careless 
errors. 
 
Before writing, spend some time reading the passage(s), 
thinking about the prompt, and planning your thoughts. 
 
WRITE ONLY ON THE PROMPT AND PASSAGE(S) YOU 
ARE GIVEN. 
 
The time you have for writing is 60 minutes. 
 

 
 
 

DIRECTIONS 

Prompt L 
Grade 5
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PROMPT L – GRADE 5 WRITING ASSESSMENT 
TENNESSEE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (TCAP) 

2013 OPERATIONAL TEST 
 
The following passage and graphic deal with flavored milk and schools. 
 

Excerpt from “Should Flavored Milk be Available in Schools?” 
 
The School Nutrition Association wrote in its June 2006 report “Availability of Flavored 
Milk in Schools,” that: 
 
“Flavored milk is offered by 97% of school districts. Almost all school districts (94%) 
offer flavored milk five days a week. Milk with reduced fat levels (2%, 1%, or fat-free 
varieties) is offered by 99% of school districts. 
 
Chocolate milk is almost always offered on the meal line. Chocolate milk with a 1% fat 
level is the most commonly available variety. About 15% of schools do not offer 
chocolate on the a la carte line; this reflects that not all school districts have a la carte. 
 
Strawberry milk is offered in about 65% of districts on both the meal line and a la carte 
line. Low fat (1%) is the most popular fat level for strawberry milk.  
 
Vanilla milk is currently offered by approximately one-quarter of school districts. Low-
fat vanilla milk is the most widely available fat level. 
 
Coffee/mocha milk is offered by 10–15% of school districts.  
 
About 12% of school districts serve other flavors on the line. About 14% offer other 
flavors a la carte. Other flavors might include banana, orange/orange cream, raspberry, 
blueberry, rootbeer, cookies and cream, and dulce de leche.” 
 
 
“Should Flavored Milk Be Available in Schools?” Copyright © 2006. Reprinted by permission of School Nutrition 
Association. 
 
 
 

Prompt L 
Grade 5



 
 
 

 
Developed and published under contract with Tennessee State Department of Education, by Measurement Incorporated, 
423 Morris Street, Durham, North Carolina, 27701. Copyright © 2013 by Tennessee State Department of Education. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval 
system, without the prior written permission of Tennessee State Department of Education. 

Page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prompt L 
Grade 5



 
 
 

 
Developed and published under contract with Tennessee State Department of Education, by Measurement Incorporated, 
423 Morris Street, Durham, North Carolina, 27701. Copyright © 2013 by Tennessee State Department of Education. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval 
system, without the prior written permission of Tennessee State Department of Education. 

Page 4 

READ THIS WRITING PROMPT CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU BEGIN YOUR 
WRITING. 
 

Flavored Milk 
 

Flavored milk is popular with many students, but some people believe 
that flavored milk should not be served in school cafeterias. 
 
Write a letter to your principal in which you take a position: do you 
agree or disagree with serving flavored milk in your school cafeteria? 
Be certain to use the information in the article and infographic to 
support your point of view. Use facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, and examples from the article and infographic to write 
about the subject knowledgeably. Also, remember to use correct 
grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing 
your essay. 
Prompt L P051205W51Y-0540 
You may use the space below for prewriting. However, only the lined pages of your 
answer document will be scored. You will have a time limit of 60 minutes. 
This writing prompt must be returned with all test material. 
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Grade 5
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