McCONNELL FIELD

EST. 1927

NASHVILLE, TN- McConnell Field

became Nashville’s first municipal
airport after the city purchased the
131 acres of land along Richland
Creek from Warren Sloan in 1927.

“it wasunderstood that a pilot who learned
to fly at McConnell could fly anything”

AIRMAIL

ashville’s first airmail and
Npassenger flight took off from
McConnell Field on December 1st,
1928. A Fairchild FC-2W named

““Miss Chattanooga,”

The airportwas named for Lt. Brower

McConnell, a pilot in the Tennessee
National Guard’s 105th squadron,
who died in an air crash in 1927.

carrying two
passengersand1l7sacksofmail,lifted
off on a continuation of its journey
from Chattanooga to Chicago.

The flight made stops in Evansville
Haute,

Indiana and

and Terre

Champaign,
Illinois. At
Champaign,
the plane got

stuck in the
mud, and the
passengers
had to push
the plane while

Lt. Brower McConnell, right, with

Mechanic James Wilson, 1926.
(Source: Banner 17 Aug 88.)

The 105th squadron relocated to
McConnell field for training in 1928.
It was understood that a pilot who the pilot, Lt.
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The size of airplanes quickly outgrew
the runways at McConnell Field.

Before long trathc began shifting to
Sky Harbor in Murfreesboro.

Berry Field, today’s Nashville International
Airport, was under construction in 1936.

In 1937 McConnell Field was ofhcially

decommissioned.
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Background Image: Pre-
McConnell Field 1927.

(Source: Metro Archives, Nashville /% e

Public Library.)
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parcels were purchased expanding the
park area to 209 acres. The airport
was renamed McCabe Park in honor

of Charles M. McCabe who W§\ the

Nashville Park Commissioner and die

in 1939.
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