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Directions

Student Directions

Today you will be taking the Grade 8 Writing Task. The task is made up of two texts and two
prompts. For each prompt, you are to plan and write an essay about the text(s) according to the
instructions provided. Your essays will be scored as rough drafts, but you should watch for
careless errors.

There are some important things to remember as you complete the task:

The time you have for reading both texts and answering the prompts will be 120 minutes.
Read each prompt carefully and think about the best way to answer it.

Write only about the texts and prompts you are given.

You may complete pre-writing activities and notes before beginning your response, but
do not write your response on the same pages as your pre-writing activities or notes.

o Ifyou do not know the answer to a prompt, skip it and go on to the next prompt. You
may return to it later if there is time.

O O O O

Topic

The Electoral College is the system that officially elects the president and vice president of the
United States every four years. This task describes the Electoral College and discusses different
views of the system.

Texts

o “What is the Electoral College?” by Elizabeth Deatrick
o “Counterpoint: Why We Need the Electoral College” by Jeffrey Bowman and
Tracey M. DiLascio

Copyright © 2014. Published under contract with Tennessee State Department of Education by Measurement
Incorporated, 423 Morris Street, Durham, North Carolina, 27701. Testing items licensed to the Tennessee State
Department of Education. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any
form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of Tennessee
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Text 1

Text 1 Introduction

In “What is the Electoral College?” by Elizabeth Deatrick, the author describes the system of
the Electoral College.

Please read “What is the Electoral College?” and then answer Prompt 1.

What Is the Electoral College?
Elizabeth Deatrick

Voting For a President Is Simple, Right?

You go to the polling station, get into a booth, and indicate which candidate you prefer. Then
you get an “I voted!” sticker and wait to find out who won. Well, sort of.

In fact, what really happens to your vote isn’t quite that simple. A whole complicated process,
known as the Electoral College system, stands between your vote and who actually becomes the
president. When you cast your vote, you’re not actually voting directly for a candidate. Instead,
you’re voting for an elector, a person who has been chosen by his or her political party to
represent its presidential candidate. Each state is allocated a number of electors.

This number is equal to the number of its U.S. senators (two for all states), plus the number of its
U.S. representatives (determined by a state’s population . . . ). Once all the votes have been
counted, the candidate who wins the state’s popular vote receives all of that state’s electoral
votes. This is the case for 48 out of 50 states. In Nebraska and Maine, the state is divided up
along Congressional district lines. The candidates in those states receive electoral votes
proportional to the number of congressional districts in which they win the popular vote. The two
statewide electoral votes go to the candidate receiving the largest statewide tally.

Looking Back

So how can this complicated system possibly be better than the simple “one person, one vote”
approach? After all, most of the time the outcomes of the popular vote and electoral vote are the
same—although there have been a few memorable exceptions. . . .
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The answer lies in the history of the Electoral College itself. In the early days of the

United States, when the Constitution was being drafted, the Founding Fathers debated the best
method of electing a new president. There were several major obstacles to a successful election.
The most important was that the individual states weren’t used to working as one big country
yet. The newly united states were suspicious of one another, and the Founders worried that each
would simply vote for a candidate that would place its interests over those of the other states. In
that case, the candidate with support from the state with the largest population would almost
always win. In addition, the Founding Fathers wanted to avoid a political party system like we
have today. They believed that a president should be chosen for his ability to govern, not his
political agenda.

To establish their system, the Founders looked to the Ancient Roman Republic. They based the
structure of the Electoral College on its Centurial Assembly system. Under that method, the
population of adult men eligible to vote was divided into groups of 100, called centuries. When
an issue was presented, the members of the century would all cast a ballot. The decision
receiving the majority of votes then became one vote, which was cast in the Roman Senate by
the century’s representative.

The Founders tried to set up a similar system: each state would select the most informed
members of their region to be electors. The electors would be chosen however the states
wished—for many years, the decisions were left entirely up to the state legislatures. (Now,
electors are nominated by their party, or campaign in their own states to be elected to the
position.) The number of electors per state would depend partly on population, but each state
would also be guaranteed two. After the electors had been chosen, each state’s electors would
gather together and vote for the person they believed was best suited to be the future president. In
theory and hopefully in practice, the electors would be intelligent enough to disregard where a
candidate came from, and only consider whether or not he or she would make a good president.
The system would eliminate the problem of large states dominating the polls, and the potential
for political parties to form. . . .

Of course, the Electoral College system didn’t work out quite the way the Founders hoped.
Although it kept large states from dominating the polls, political parties surfaced almost
immediately. Today, a typical presidential election ballot has the candidate’s name in large
letters, and the elector’s name in tiny type or not at all. The College continues to address the
balance between large and small states, but the assumption of why we need the Electoral College
has changed: Today, individuals make their own decision about which candidate to mark on their
ballot for president, and electoral votes are more of a stand-in for the popular decision. They also
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turn the election into a game of strategy for the candidates and their political parties---a very
different one than it would be if candidates were merely trying to win the popular vote.

Not Perfect

Clearly some problems exist with this system: It’s possible for a presidential candidate to win the
popular vote and lose the Electoral College vote. . . .

So, if the electoral system has flaws, what would it take to change it? A lot! Small states have a
vested interest in keeping the system in place. Remember, all states, big or small, automatically
have two electors, one for each senator, plus a number of additional electors based on the state’s
population. This means that the smaller states actually have more of an electoral vote impact per
person than the larger states. Changing to a popular vote would rob them of that power. Since
Electoral College procedures are written into the Constitution, a ¥4 majority of states would be
needed to approve a Constitutional amendment doing away with the electoral vote—an
extremely unlikely event!

Deatrick, Elizabeth. “Game Theory and the Electoral College.” Odyssey, Oct. 2012. Vol. 21 Issue 8, p. 10-14. © by
Carus Publishing Company. Reproduced with permission. All Cricket Media material is copyrighted by Carus
Publishing Company, d/b/a Cricket Media, and/or various authors and illustrators. Any commercial use or
distribution of material without permission is strictly prohibited. Please visit
http://www.cricketmedia.com/info/licensing? for licensing and http://www.cricketmedia.com for subscriptions.
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Prompt 1

You have now read “What is the Electoral College?” In this text, the author develops and
discusses several ideas.

Determine one central idea and write an essay that explains how the author develops the central
idea over the course of the text. Be sure to cite evidence from the text to support your analysis.
Follow the conventions of standard written English.
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Text 2 Introduction

In “Counterpoint: Why We Need the Electoral College” by Jeffrey Bowman and Tracey M.
DiLascio, the authors argue why the Electoral College system is necessary.

Please read “Counterpoint: Why We Need the Electoral College” and then answer Prompt 2.

Counterpoint: Why We Need the Electoral College
Jeffrey Bowman and Tracey M. DiLascio

A Republic, Not a Democracy

In the debates about the creation of the U.S. Constitution, the framers had to devise a system that
would allow the states to put aside their differences and work together as a nation. Therefore, the
Constitution was designed so that the interests of the nation trumped the interests of the
individual states. Through the give-and-take of compromise in the legislative branch, the states
find ways to set aside regional differences and work toward the national interest, with the
executive branch providing guidance. This is where the Electoral College comes into play.

The framers wanted to form a system where the general population could not elect a president
who did not have the national interest at heart. At the same time, they did not want to give
Congress the right to decide who would be president, since it would make the executive branch
beholden to the legislative branch. For both these reasons, they decided to create the Electoral
College.

The Electoral College is the board that actually elects the president. The people vote for electors,
who then cast their state’s vote in the Electoral College. Whichever candidate wins a plurality of
votes in the Electoral College becomes the next president. Each state has a number of electors
equal to the number of Senators and Representatives from that state. Thus, states with higher
populations receive more electoral votes.

Of course, there are some obvious contradictions. First and foremost, the winner of the popular
vote might not be the winner of the electoral vote. Moreover, there is no law stipulating that the
electors must vote for the people’s choice. While these facts might seem contrary to the idea of
democracy, it must be stressed that the framers were not democrats. They feared that direct
popular election of the president would divide the people into voting solely for local candidates
for what was designed as a national office. As a result, the framers allowed for electors that
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could, if need be, prevent an unqualified candidate from reaching the presidency. Historically,
there have been only a handful of times where “faithless electors” have not voted for the people’s
choice, but never in large enough numbers to affect the election’s outcome. However, there have
been several instances in which candidates won the popular vote but lost the electoral vote.

Practice and Theory

Controversy has dogged' the Electoral College from the very beginning. In 1800, 1824, 1876,
1888, and 2000, the presidential elections were thrown into disarray when no candidate won a
plurality of electoral votes. As a result, the elections had to be decided either in the House of
Representatives or by the courts. In the aftermath of each election, there were calls and appeals
to change the way American presidential elections are held. Many reformers want to get rid of
the Electoral College and switch to direct popular election of the president. The Electoral
College, according to its critics, is undemocratic and subverts the will of the people.

This viewpoint denies the vast majority of times the Electoral College has functioned as
intended. Any candidate wanting to win the presidential election must think beyond the interests
of any single region and express a moderate viewpoint that has national appeal. . . .

Moreover, on a state by state level, the Electoral College helps protect the interests of minority
groups. When political analysts talk about the “Cuban vote” or the “African American vote” or
the “Jewish vote,” they are referring to one of the quirks in the Electoral College. Often, these
minorities represent a significant voting bloc on a statewide level, where their votes can be a
deciding factor in winning the state. Minority groups have very important influence in the
so-called battleground states or swing states, where many ethnic minorities have organized into
voting blocs. During presidential elections, most candidates cater to these minority groups in
order to win electoral votes. . . .

Conclusion

No electoral system is perfect. The Electoral College is a flawed but functional system. While it
is easy to call for its abolition in the aftermath of a contentious election, few reformers have
presented a demonstrably better system. The framers of the Constitution wanted to keep the
popular passions that go along with democracy in check. In this respect, the Electoral College
works exactly as it was designed to work. Fortunately, one of the strengths of our system is that
we are free to make changes to any aspect of government. Before we go about tinkering with the
machinery, however, it would serve us well to remember why the machine was designed in the
first place, and how it has performed more or less to our expectations for the past two centuries.

Bowman, Jeffrey and DiLascio, Tracey. “Counterpoint: Why We Need the Electoral College.” Points of View:
Electoral College, 2014. EBSCO Information Services: Massachusetts. Used by permission.

" dogged: to trouble; to follow persistently
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Prompt 2

You have now read two texts relating to the Electoral College:

o “What is the Electoral College?” by Elizabeth Deatrick

o “Counterpoint: Why We Need the Electoral College” by Jeffrey Bowman and

Tracey M. DiLascio

Write an argumentative essay that supports or opposes the idea of reforming the Electoral
College. Be sure to cite evidence from both texts to support your argument. Follow the

conventions of standard written English.

Secure Materials. Do not copy without express permission.

MIio 7

TNCore




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


