[bookmark: _GoBack]Witness Walls Lesson Bell-Ringer Day 1:
The Metro Arts Commission approved the selection of artist Walter Hood to create new public art inspired by the city’s role in the historic Civil Rights Movement. His design for Witness Walls utilizes iconic photos of the Civil Rights movement in Nashville to honor the events and the people who made history here and created the blueprint for nonviolent protest. The installation will be located on the west side of the historic Metro Nashville Courthouse, steps away from the historic April 19, 1960 student-led protest that led then-Mayor Ben West to disavow segregation of Nashville’s lunch counters. The artwork is expected to be installed in 2015.
Witness Walls is a set of fragmented sculptural walls, inspired by the classical sculpted friezes paying homage to heroic and mythical events in antiquity. As visitors walk through Witness Walls they will encounter numerous images etched into concave and convex walls by a “graphic concrete” technology. The walls guide visitors through different historic aspects of Nashville’s Civil Rights movement and different physical experiences as the walls bend towards and away from one another. The preliminary design also includes three small reflective fountains and the use of audio, possibly music reflective of the time period.

Source: http://www.nashville.gov/Arts-Commission/Public-Art/Find-An-Artwork/Projects-in-Progress/Civil-Rights-Public-Art-Project.aspx

Using the text above, please answer the following questions.
1. Who did the Metro Arts Commission selection committee choose to create new public art inspired by the city’s role in the historic Civil Rights Movement?
_________________________________________________
2. What Nashville mayor disavowed segregated lunch counters?_______________________________________

3. How many years ago did he do this?__________________

4. What does Walter Hood’s use of concrete in his sculpture say about the actions of Nashville’s civil rights activists?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Advancing Questions: 
(Begin Day 1, complete Day 2)
The answers to the following questions will come from several sources: from your own mind; from collaborating with a group or interviewing a peer; from the text; or a mixture of several of these.
After mixing and pouring concrete…
From your own mind:
1.  What did you like about the process of pouring a concrete into a mold?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
From your own mind or discussing with a peer or group:
 
2.  What objects do I own or use that utilize the mold-making process? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
            

Analyze/Interpret 
(this is deep!)
From your own mind, the text, peer or group discussion:
3.  How does using concrete develop or refine Walter Hood’s ideas about the 1960 Civil Rights protest in Nashville? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
From your own mind and peer or group discussion:

4.  How could I use concrete in a sculpture to say something meaningful to me and others?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From your own mind:

5.  How is my cast from a found mold I chose to bring to class (or chose from the available molds) meaningful to me?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Collaborate with/Interview a peer:

6.  Interview a classmate about your cast. Do they know what the mold is from that you created your cast from? How is it meaningful to them?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





The remaining questions are connected and the answers will come from your own mind and from peer and group discussion:

7.  How could we as a class create individual works that, when put together, create a “Witness Wall” for our school? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Or draw it! (use the space below or a separate sheet of paper):














8.  Where in (or outside of) the school would this school-specific “Witness Wall” be located? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  Why would this be the best location? Imagine that you are presenting your idea to the school board. What evidence would you give to support your argument for where you would like the sculpture placed?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10.  How does the installation of individual casts create a new meaning?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.  How does this idea of smaller parts creating a new whole connect with Walter Hood’s Witness Walls piece? How does this idea connect to the Nashville Civil Rights Movement?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.  How does a digital wall differ from a concrete wall? Which one will last longer? Explain. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

